[Early management of the intrathoracic area].
The procedures of preclinical management of chest injuries are presented. Emphasis is put on the different aspects of "acute thorax": sucking chest wound, pericardial tamponade, oligemic shock and open thorax. The primary acute management includes the chest tube, intubation, ventilation, pericardiocentesis and surgical management of penetrating chest trauma. The different in the literature are discussed.